
2025 Australia Day Achievement Awards 

COMPANY RECIPIENT AWARD 

   

   

AUSTRALIAN NATIONAL 
AUDIT OFFICE 

Rebeca Papillaud Individual Award 

 Matthew McKeon Individual Award 

 Edina Larkin Individual Award 

 Jennifer Eddie Individual Award 

 Corné Labuschagne Individual Award 

 Anh-Thu Le  
Department of Defence Audit Team (Financial assets)  Heshika Sumeera 

 Catherine Pauli  
 
 
 
Australian Tax Office Performance Statements 2023-24 Audit 
Team 

 Pauli Levi 

 Philip Rebula 

 Sara Casey 

 Zheng (Mary) Lin 

 Robert Karlen 

 Shilpa Kalele 

 Zhen (Cooper) Jia 

 Matthew Hambly 

 Daniel Dawson  
 
IT Managed Services Provider Procurement Team 

 Tara Searle 

 Vy Pham 

 David Beard 

 Clare Rice 

 Benjamin Siddans  
 
ATO Systems Assurance Leadership Team 

 Alison Millea 

 Zhuo Li 

 Tingting (Talia) Song 

   

AUSTRALIAN PESTICIDES 
AND VETERINARY 
MEDICINES AUTHORITY 

Taseer Bashir Individual Award 

 Cindy Crowe Individual Award 

 Erin Boatswain Individual Award 

 Nial Gursanscky Individual Award 

   

AUSTRALIAN TAXATION 
OFFICE 

Ambarish Natu, 
Canberra, ACT 

In recognition of Ambarish’s consistent volunteer work with the 
Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers, Engineers 
Australia, and the Australian Computer Society beyond his role at 
the ATO. 

 Amy Hooper, 
Newcastle, NSW 

In recognition of Amy's volunteering and fundraising efforts for 
the Nippers Program at Newcastle Surf Life Saving Club. 

 Ann Lin Chuah 
Northbridge, WA 

In recognition of Ann’s volunteer work for teaching first aid 
awareness to children and parents and, their role in promoting 
mental health awareness through organised events 

 Gerard Peters 
Hobart, TAS 

In recognition of Gerard's dedication to serving his community as 
a senior volunteer firefighter, his advocacy for Indigenous 
business partnerships as Assistant Director at the ATO and his 
dedication to public fire safety education.   

 Ian Crosbie 
Brisbane, QLD 

In recognition of Ian's voluntary service with the rural fire 
brigade, providing crucial assistance to those affected by fires 
and floods in recent years. 



 Jacqueline de Celis 
Sydney, NSW 

In recognition of Jacqueline's volunteer work as a NSW Justice of 
the Peace, her contributions to her son's school and the local 
Junior Rugby League team, her environmental initiatives with the 
ATO Green Team, and her support for various civic organizations. 

 Jacqueline Stein 
Townsville, QLD 

In recognition of Jacqueline's community contributions as a 
volunteer member of Rotary International, and her inspirational 
role as an APS officer, coach, mentor, and leader. 

 James Camilleri 
Dandenong, VIC 

In recognition of James's exceptional mentorship to a participant 
in the ATO's Opening Doors Program, aiding an ADF veteran's 
transition to civilian life and empowering them to support others 
in the veteran community. 

 Mark Overell 
Brisbane, QLD 

In recognition of Mark's volunteer work with Lifeline and his 
commitment to his colleagues and community.   

 Melissa Graham 
Penrith, NSW 

In recognition of Melissa's volunteer work with several charities 
and her role as Chief Fire Warden for the ATO Penrith Site.   

 Minh Nguyen 
Gosford, NSW 

In recognition of Minh's support to mothers through her 
volunteer work with the Australian Breastfeeding Association. 

 Phillip Sheils 
Gosford, NSW 

In recognition of Phillip’s continual and long-term volunteering to 
provide help to the community. 

 Rebecca Sherrin 
Canberra, ACT 

In recognition of Rebecca's commitment to fostering community 
and initiating the Indigenous Literacy Book Swap Event.   

 Roshan Silva 
Moonee Ponds, VIC 

In recognition of Roshan's leadership in the ATO CALD Network, 
founding the 'All Saints' not-for-profit basketball club, and his 
extensive volunteer work in the community. 

   

AUSTRAC - AUSTRALIAN 
GOVERNMENT 

 
Simon Jones 

 
Individual Award 

 Tim Griggs Individual Award 

 Evan Gallagher Individual Award 

 Andrei Ohlmus Individual Award 

 Tom Blissenden Individual Award 

 Greggy Samonte Individual Award 

 Chloe Peppler Individual Award 

 Stephanie De Santis Individual Award 

 Nicole Sant Individual Award 

 Pavan Samineni Individual Award 

 Mel Pluess Individual Award 

 Natalie Saad Individual Award 

 Evan Schnell Individual Award 

 Daniel Pantano Individual Award 

   

   

AUSTRALIA TRADE AND 
INVESTMENT 
COMMISSION 
(AUSTRADE) 

Abby Wren  
 
 
 
 
 
Team Award – EMDG Team 
Excellence in achieving and delivering 
Working within a strict timeframe, this team delivered a complex 
body of work to successfully deliver policy reform and increase 
the program availability to exporters to ultimately benefit 
Australia.  

 Amar Chelli 

 Annette Bastaja 

 Chandra Vutukuri 

 Claire Ohk 

 Ethan Weatherfield 

 Genevieve Nicoll 

 Joe Oliveira 

 Johnathan Atkin 

 Luke Bulbrook 



 Linh Truong 

 Melissa Sekulceski 

 Rachel Hammond 

 Ravi Mukkelli 

 Sally Thomas 

 Sandhya Chennakesavula 

 Lisa Brooks Team Award – Corporate Services, Corporate Services-Global 
Corporate Operations Branch 
Excellence in achieving and delivering 
Lisa and Eve worked tirelessly to review and stabilise the pre-
employment screening processes in addition to working across 
government to support individuals becoming Australia citizens, 
without sacrificing the team’s service delivery standards. 

 Eve Robinson 

 Alon Gold Individual Award 
(Trade and Investment, Europe, UK and Israel region-Israel) 
Excellence in achieving and delivering 
Working remotely from Israel, Alon leveraged his networks to 
collaborate with major biotech hubs in identifying opportunities 
for Australian health clients to delivery services through an 
entirely new Landing pad program into the UK. 

 Solongo Dashdendev Individual Award 
(Trade and Investment, North Ease Asia region - Mongolia) 
Excellence in achieving and delivering 
Solongo achieved outstanding trade outcomes in 2024, while also 
organising and delivering three flagship mining sector events to 
support business matching, networking and promotion with the 
region. 

 Chantelle Taylor Individual Award 
(Policy and Programs, Marketing and Communications Division) 
Excellence in achieving and delivering 
Chanelle is recognised for leading and guiding her team through 
structural changes while taking on additional responsibilities, and 
for enabling the announcement of a new First Nations Exporter 
category for the 2025mExport Awards.  

 Helen Kronberger Individual Award 
(Trade and Investment, Trade Onshore) 
Excellence in achieving and delivering 
During significant changes, Helen stepped up to lead her team 
with humility while also providing support to the education 
sector across client servicing, marketing, communications and 
content delivery.  

 David Timbs Individual Award 
(Trade and Investment, Middle East and Africa regional – Dubai) 
Excellence in leadership 
Twice in the past year, David, at very short notice relocated to 
Raffah Crossing and to Beirut to assist DFAT with managing 
consular workload and supporting impacted Australians. 

 Rodney Battye Team Award 
(Policy and Programs, Onshore) 
Excellence in innovation 
This team is recognised for transitioning to a new approach for 
domestic tourism statistics. This is the culmination of years of 
detailed technical work, complex planning and dedication by the 
TRA team. 

 Victoria Zhang 

 Bode Ten Buuren 

 Jessica Barritt-Eyles 

 Michelle Chiang 

 Katherine Tran 

 Anthony Martin 

 Danling Zhou 



 Alan Joye 

 Steve Matthews 

 David Osborne 

 Lisa Cornish 

 Ross Cooper Individual Award 
(Trade and Investment, Trade Onshore) 
Excellence in innovation 
Ross has worked tirelessly on the Division’s transformation to a 
matrix structure, leading his team and the Renewables, 
Infrastructure and Circular Economy community of practice to 
deliver outstanding investment outcomes for Australia.    

 Tim Howard Team Award 
(Strategy/Trave and Investment, Onshore) 
Excellence in innovation 
The Datathing project team delivered a significant positive impact 
in the Datathing tool. The tool leveraged existing data systems 
and reporting methods to revolutionise the way the Trade 
division works and services clients.   

 Jason Verspuy 

 Ben Carson 

 Jacob Erlandson 

 Olesya Bobrik 

 Ian McIvor 

 Victoria Searle 

 Nathan Davis 

 Mohamed Al Abri Individual Award 
(Corporate Services, Onshore People Branch) 
Excellence in inclusiveness 
Mohamed showcased outstanding leadership, stakeholder 
engagement and collaboration in the implementation of the 
MOSAIC project: promoting cultural and linguistic diversity 
capability at Austrade.   

 Karin van Wesep Team Award 
(Trade and Investment, Europe, UK and Israel region) 
Excellence in inclusiveness 
Karin and Kelsey led the design and delivery of a comprehensive 
and revolutionary marketing strategy for the region, which is now 
being adopted as a standardised program for Austrade’s global 
network.   

 Kelsey Hill 

 Luisa Rust Team Award 
Project team working with the PM&C taskforce to deliver the 
SME Conference & Marketplace, and the CEO Business Forum at 
the ASEAN-Australia Special Sumit 2024. 
Excellence in collaboration 
This project team demonstrated excellence in collaboration while 
working with the Prime Minister and Cabinet Taskforce to deliver 
the SME Conference & Marketplace and the CEO Business Forum 
at the ASEAN-Australia Special Summit 2024.   

 Damon Love 

 Hannah Kingsmill 

 Kevin Hoang 

 Dila Abd Raffar 

 Madison Cahill 

 Nitasha Bhatia 

 Andreas Battocchio 

 Alu Tauna Team Award 
(Trade and Investment, New Zealand and Pacific region-Port 
Moresby Team) 
Excellence in collaboration 
Following civil unrest in Papua New Guinea in early 2024, the 
Port Moresby team have worked tirelessly to restore the 
confidence of the Australian business community, leveraging the 
Austrade brand to establish the new Australia PNG Business 
exchange.  

 Patrick Ani 

 Kembol Kaikipae 

 Valeria Beck Team Award 
(Trade and Investment, Americas region) 
Excellence in collaboration 

 Valeria Ortiz 

 Sofia Pereira 

 Ana Bonamin 



 Fabio Nave The Latin America Green Economy team have excelled in bringing 
together governments, industry stakeholders, and onshore teams 
to take sustainable mining in the region to new heights, while 
also collaborating internally to mentor newer team members to 
achieve outcomes.  

   

BLACKTOWN RSL SUB-
BRANCH 

David John Blackman  
 
For their service to the veteran community, veteran family’s, 
Blacktown RSL sub-Branch and Veteran Care.  

 Sulvia Joyce Burton 

 Frank William Mossfield 

 Daryl Alderton 

 Robert Sandry 

 Maxwell John Taylor 

   

DEPARTMENT OF 
HEALTH AND AGED CARE 

Roy Inglis  
Individual Awards 

 Tully Rosen 

   

RETURNED & SERVICES 
LEAGUE OF AUSTRALIA 

  

RSL HAWTHORN 
RSL/REGIONAL 1 SUB-
BRANCHES, RSL 
VICTORIA 

Drew Maddison 
Presented on Australia Day 
2025 

Individual Awards 
In recognition of his tireless leadership and dedication to the 
veteran community, Drew Maddison is awarded the Australia 
Day Achievement Award. 
As President of the Hawthorn RSL, Drew has exemplified 
exceptional service; working relentlessly to represent and 
advocate for his fellow veterans and achieve positive outcomes. 
His unwavering commitment to fostering a supportive and 
inclusive environment has made a profound impact on the 
veteran community in Boroondara, wider Melbourne, and 
Victoria. 
Drew’s personal conduct, boundless energy, and efficiency have 
set a standard of excellence for all to follow. His leadership has 
strengthened the mission of the Hawthorn RSL, ensuring it 
continues to be a beacon of support, camaraderie, and advocacy 
for veterans and their families. 
This award serves as a testament to Drew Maddison’s 
outstanding contributions, personal sacrifice, and enduring 
legacy of service. 
Presented on Australia Day 2025. 

 Chris McAleer 
Presented on Australia Day 
2025 

Individual Awards 
In recognition of his exceptional service to the veteran 
community, Chris McAleer is awarded the Australia Day 
Achievement Award. 
Chris is honoured for his visionary leadership and unwavering 
dedication in founding and developing Veterans For Fishing (VFF). 
This remarkable volunteer organisation embodies a holistic 
approach to veteran and family welfare, harnessing the 
therapeutic and community-building benefits of fishing to 
support those who have served. 
Through Chris’s passion, commitment, and ingenuity, VFF has 
become a beacon of hope and camaraderie for veterans and their 
families; fostering well-being, social connection, and a sense of 
purpose through not just the act of fishing but a growing 
community. His efforts have profoundly enriched the lives of 



many; embodying the spirit of mateship, service, and care that 
defines the Australian Veteran community. 
This award celebrates Chris McAleer’s outstanding contributions 
and his enduring impact on the veteran community. 

 Jarryd Goundrey 
Presented on Australia Day 
2025 

Individual Awards 
In recognition of his exceptional service to Australia, Jarryd 
Goundrey is awarded the Australia Day Achievement Award. 
Jarryd is honoured for his tireless efforts to represent Australian 
veterans through his unique and impactful work as a comedian. 
Through his comedy, he has successfully showcased the 
experiences of the veteran community to a wider Australian and 
international audience, bridging gaps and fostering 
understanding and connection. 
His performances resonate with all who have served in the 
Australian Defence Force, regardless of age, sex, or service, 
uniting the veteran community through humour and shared 
experiences. Jarryd is an exceptional ambassador for Australian 
veterans, exemplifying energy, positivity, and the highest 
standards in his work and representation. 
This award acknowledges Jarryd Goundrey’s outstanding 
contributions and his enduring impact on both the veteran 
community and the broader public. 

   

RSL NSW Branch Larry How, Albion Park Individual Awards 
Larry is a Dedicated Community volunteer. He served for 22 years 
in the Australian Army retiring as a WO2. He has been an RSL 
member for over 20 years and is in his 3rd year as President 
along with a further 2 years as Vice President.  Larry is our MC for 
all our commemorative services having led the District's Purple 
Poppy Day and MEAO Service this year.  

 Christine Rose Dartnell,  
Barham and District 

Individual Awards 
Christine has been Secretary Treasurer of the Sub-branch for the 
past nine years and has been the face of the sub-Branch in the 
community. She has also been Secretary Treasurer of the Riverina 
District Council for the past eight years and has tirelessly 
supported the sub-branches in the District. 

 Hugh John Quinn, Bexley Individual Awards 
Hugh is currently the President of Bexley RSL sub-Branch and has 
held this role since our Annual General Meeting in 2019. Hugh 
has taken on the role of visiting various local schools as an RSL 
representative for ANZAC Day Commemoration services and End-
of Year Presentations. He has taken time to speak directly with 
students about some his service. Hugh has provided RSL Eulogies 
at several sub-Branch service members funerals and the families 
have been grateful for his involvement 

 David Blackman, City of 
Blacktown 

Individual Awards 
David Blackman is a dedicated RSL volunteer who epitomizes the 
spirit of service and community through his tireless volunteer 
work at the Blacktown RSL sub-Branch. Five days a week, David 
can be found passionately engaging with fellow veterans, offering 
support and camaraderie while also managing the local museum, 
where he shares the rich history of those who have served. His 
commitment to preserving and honouring the sacrifices of his 
comrades shines through in his creation of veteran-themed 
paintings and memorials, each piece a heartfelt tribute to those 
who have served. 



 Christopher Colvin, City of 
Orange 

Individual Awards 
Mr Colvin has over the past 10 years in the City of Orange RSL 
Sub-Branch has attempted to engage younger veterans, 
improved the functioning of the Sub-Branch community and 
wider community of Orange for support services.  He has also 
assisted with establishing a Veterans Mental Health Support 
Group. He has led a small team and updated the sub-Branch 
operations and has had hands on commitment in organising 
services such as ANZAC Day, Remembrance Day and other 
memorial services throughout the year 

 Norman Ernest Reynolds, 
Forestville 

Individual Awards 
Norm Reynolds attends all member funerals where possible as 
the sub-Branch Assistant Funerals Officer.  He undertakes 
monthly maintenance of our Cenotaph at Forestville RSL Club 
especially to ensure that an ageing fountain continues to operate 
successfully; and he willingly represents our sub-Branch at local 
community commemorative services when sub-Branch Executive 
Committee members are attending our own sub-Branch services 

 Bruce Robert Horwood, 
Gilgandra 

Individual Awards 
Bruce conducts Ceremony and Rituals for funerals of Veterans, 
ANZAC Day, Remembrance Day, and special remembrance 
services.  He attends schools for their services and special days, 
liaises with the Gilgandra Shire, attends Western District 
meetings and is always available to support our Veterans. 

 Warren James Crotty, 
Maroubra 

Individual Awards 
Mr Crotty's committee roles include Welfare Office, Membership 
Excursion Officer, and District School Liaison Officer.  His 
endeavours on behalf of the committee are varied and vast.   He 
has assisted the sub-Branch in the redesign and refurbishment 
concept for Paddington cenotaph, surrounds and plaques and 
designed the new audio system for the cenotaph.  

 Darryl James Brady, Moree Individual Awards 
Darryl organizes a very successful fund-raising event for the sub-
Branch and raises much needed funds for the sub-Branch. During 
the months of April and November, he sells RSL Badges at a 
coffee shop starting every day at 6am.   He holds the executive 
position as Treasurer at our sub-Branch.   

 Terrence James Farley, 
Paddington Woollahra 

Individual Awards 
We recommend Terrence Farley for providing leadership and 
courage to be the first take up various initiatives to promote 
veteran well-being programs which aided in building RSL sub-
Branch membership with current serving and younger 
demographics. He volunteers numerous hours selflessly to 
engage with the local community, schools, and cadet units to 
actively involve youth in commemorations and supporting 
military history education.    

 Neil Andrew Barrett, 
Sussex Inlet 

Individual Awards 
Neil Barrett has held the position of sub-Branch President since 
2016 and during this time has also led the development of our 
veteran welfare and wellbeing program. He has taken a number 
of initiatives in his capacity as Welfare Officer for the sub-Branch, 
particularly in outreach to veterans who are isolated and 
vulnerable, and visits to those in hospital. He has instituted a 
regular monthly 'newspaper run' to check on veterans and their 
family’s wellbeing, and to encourage social connections and links 
to veteran services. 



 Darcy Elbourne, Taree Individual Awards 
Darcy has been a committed member of the Taree RSL sub-
Branch for many years and has served in executive positions on 
the committee including President twice and Vice President.   He 
oversaw the refurbishment and upgrade of the Memorabilia 
Cabinet in Club Taree which has received high praise from club 
members, sub-Branch members and visiting dignitaries alike.   

 Leigh Warren, Wangi 
Wangi 

Individual Awards 
Leigh Warren goes above and beyond what is required as a 
Volunteer and member of RSL NSW.   Leigh Warren is 
instrumental in ensuring that the sub-Branch continues to move 
forward. Leigh Warren organises and participates in all 
Commemorations including liaison with 3 public schools, 
Department of Defence, Police & Emergency Services, and the 
Council including grant applications - Leigh Warren is the primary 
point of contact.   Leigh also designs and prints the 
Commemoration Booklets. 

 Arthur William Ball, 
Balgowlah-Clontarf-
Seaforth 

Individual Awards 
Arthur has provided loyal, unselfish service to the sub-Branch and 
RSL NSW for more than 16 years. Over these 16 years he has 
supported and assisted Veterans and their families.  He joined 
the sub-Branch in 2008 and over the years has provided support 
to the sub-Branch by assisting in the running of wellbeing 
activities and sub-Branch library. In 2016 he joined the 
Management Committee and in 2018 he became Vice President 
of the sub-Branch.   Arthur is well deserving of formal recognition 
for his efforts supporting the Veteran community on the 
Northern Beaches. 

 Dennis Moran, Quirindi Individual Awards 
We would like to recommend Dennis for this award for his 
service to the sub-Branch as a long time Treasurer.   He is 
involved with the over 60s Cricket Association and the Quirindi 
Tennis Club Treasurer and is the local groundsman.  

RSL QLD Branch Louise Swanborough, RSL 
QLD State Office 

Individual Awards 
Louise Swanborough is the Manager Membership Services RSL 
Queensland. 
Louise arrived at RSL Queensland in 2021 to take over 
responsibility for membership management.  
She found that the membership management system (MMS) 
needed attention. There was limited data integrity and MMS was 
difficult to use, requiring multiple clicks for routine actions. Some 
members were incorrectly marked as being financially up-to-
date, and RSL Queensland had lost contact with around 1000 
members, attracting unnecessary capitation fees. 
By identifying these issues, and nurturing collaborative 
relationships between memberships, marketing and the CRM 
team, Louise was able to incorporate constant incremental 
changes to MMS that today is a much more efficient system, 
saving money and time. This collaboration has also improved the 
renewal of memberships process from 85% to over 90% with a 
smoother uptake and the highest number of members ever 
renewing.  
 Two collaborative successes this year for her were the 
introduction of a streamlined method of membership reporting 
that has resulted in accurate data being available to RSL 
Queensland and the Districts. Previously the reports required 



manual intervention. As well, the implementation of a system to 
send text messages directly to members from within MMS is a 
great achievement. 
In 2021 training in MMS was ad hoc. Louise set up a training pilot 
involving Brisbane North District and her MMS staff. The pilot 
was successful, and the training has since been rolled out to all 
Districts, both face-to-face and virtual, being a valuable touch 
point between RSL Queensland and the Districts and Sub-
Branches. 
A significant achievement was bringing RSL Western Australia on 
board to MMS with a custom-created interface. Louise 
contributed by liaising closely with the RSL Western Australia 
staff to incorporate their unique requirements and to train them. 
Other improvements included setting up procedures to manage 
the efficient processing of RSL awards.  
Over three years, Louise has made an excellent contribution to 
membership management and is acknowledged throughout RSL 
Queensland as the subject matter expert in all matters 
memberships, well-deserving the recognition this award brings. 

 Lloyd Williams, Far 
Northern District 

Individual Awards 
Lloyd Williams has been nominated for his outstanding volunteer 
work as President of the Weipa Sub- Branch. Having served in this 
leadership role for over five years, Llyod has consistently 
demonstrated exceptional dedication and commitment to 
promoting the Sub-Branch, particularly in our remote area. 
Despite working full-time, he continually finds time to support 
veterans in need, offering invaluable assistance and advocacy. His 
leadership has been instrumental in organising key community 
events, such as ANZAC Day and Remembrance Day services, 
ensuring that these important occasions are commemorated 
with the respect and dignity they deserve. His tireless efforts and 
selfless service to the veteran community are truly deserving of 
this recognition. 

 John Eyles, North 
Queensland District 

Individual Awards 
John Eyles receives this recognition of his exceptional volunteer 
service to the ABC Club and the Bowen Sub-Branch. A dedicated 
member for 17 years, John is a proud Vietnam Veteran who has 
demonstrated unwavering commitment to his fellow veterans 
through numerous volunteer roles. He has served as Secretary 
for 5 years, President for 3 years, and Pensions/Welfare Officer 
for a combined total of 12 years, including his current role. In 
addition, he has been an active Delegate and Replacement 
Delegate for 6 years. Throughout these roles, John has proven 
himself to be a passionate and tireless advocate for veterans and 
their families, always ensuring that veterans—both serving and 
non-serving—are treated with dignity, respect, and compassion. 
His deep understanding of veterans' needs, combined with his 
genuine care, has made him a trusted and respected figure 
within the community.  

 Barbara Farren-Price, 
Central Queensland District 

Individual Awards 
Barbara Farren-Price has shown outstanding contributions to the 
St Helen’s Sub-Branch. As an active and engaged member, 
Barbara has played a pivotal role in raising the profile of the Sub-
Branch within the local community. Through her efforts, 
Barabara has successfully represented the Sub-Branch at the RSL 
Queensland State Annual General Meeting and gained further 



awareness through an article on the RSL Queensland website. 
Her dedication to the Sub-Branch is evident in her consistent 
support for fellow members, active participation in meetings, and 
involvement in all commemorative events. Despite the small 
number of veterans in the St Helen’s Sub-Branch region, Barbara 
has effectively engaged the community, increasing both social 
membership and broader support for the Sub-Branch. Her 
tireless commitment and enthusiasm have made a significant 
impact, ensuring the Sub-Branch’s continued success in the 
community. 

 Graeme Davis, Wide Bay & 
Burnett District 

Individual Awards 
Graeme Davis receives this recognition due to his exceptional 
commitment and service to the veteran community through his 
longstanding dedication to the Tiaro Sub-Branch and various 
community organisations. A proud member of the RSL since 2000 
and an army veteran, Graeme has held numerous leadership 
roles within Tiaro Sub-Branch, including Secretary, President, 
Treasurer, Membership Officer, Delegate, and now Vice 
President. His leadership extends beyond the Sub-Branch, as he 
has also served as District Vice President and currently serves as 
the District Deputy President of Wide Bay & Burnett District. 
Graeme is a passionate advocate for veterans’ welfare, 
dedicating his time and expertise not only to the Sub-Branch but 
also to the RSL Wide Bay & Burnett District Board and other 
community organisations, such as Men’s Sheds and Yaralla Aged 
Care Maryborough. His commitment to collaboration has 
fostered greater support networks for veterans and strengthened 
connections with broader community services. Notably, Graeme 
has spearheaded an initiative to welcome individuals on 
community corrections into Sub-Branch volunteer roles, resulting 
in sustained participation that benefits both the veterans, and 
the volunteers involved. 

 John and Naomi Enchong, 
Sunshine Coast & Regional 
District 

Individual Awards 
John & Naomi Enchong receive this award for their remarkable 
dedication and unwavering commitment to the welfare of the 
veteran community. Through their exceptional service, John & 
Naomi have made a profound impact on the lives of many, 
demonstrating a deep respect for the sacrifices veterans have 
made and a steadfast commitment to honouring and supporting 
them. 
Their tireless efforts and compassionate approach have provided 
invaluable support to veterans and their families, ensuring that 
their needs are met, and their contributions are recognised. This 
award celebrates John & Naomi’s exemplary service, which has 
strengthened our community and uplifted countless individuals. 
Their work truly embodies the spirit of service and dedication, 
making them deserving of this special recognition. 

 Kenneth Roma, Brisbane 
North District 

Individual Awards 
Kenneth Roma has been a member of RSL for 22 years. Ken has 
been his Sub-Branch President since 2017. Ken served in the 
Army for 23 years. Ken has a high level of engagement with 
schools within his District, especially around the major 
Commemorations to inform, educate and commemorate with 
school students. Under Ken’s leadership, Kedron-Wavell has 
established strong relationships with five high schools and 
actively liaises with these schools to encourage engagement with 



the RSL so that students may learn about the Defence Force and 
key commemorations including Battle for Australia 
Commemoration Service, as well as facilitating school learning 
excursions to Canberra for ANZAC Day, and excursions to 
Amberley Base, Enoggera Base. Ken either speaks or organises 
speakers to attend Aged Care facilities in his District, not only to 
commemorate key anniversaries but also to engage actively with 
the elderly in his community. Ken goes out of his way to assist 
RSL Brisbane North District & RSL Queensland with for example, 
supporting the RSL Active Wheelchair AFL by providing vehicles 
and drivers and meals for the visiting participants from Victoria. 

 Judy Alterator, South 
Eastern District 

Individual Awards 
Judy Alterator has been nominated for her exemplary service and 
enduring commitment to RSL Queensland South Eastern District. 
Serving as Company Secretary and Vice President for nearly six 
years, Judy has demonstrated exceptional leadership and 
dedication. With over 15 years of active involvement in the RSL, 
Judy has shown unwavering support and dedication to veterans 
and the broader community. Her consistent contributions have 
set a high standard and making a significant impact on the lives of 
those she serves. 

 Christopher Silvester, Gold 
Coast District 

Individual Awards 
Christopher Silvester was nominated for his outstanding 
dedication as a Wellbeing Advocate over the past four years with 
the Nerang and Mudgeeraba-Robina RSL Sub-Branches. His 
selfless commitment to supporting veterans and their families 
reflects a deep passion for improving the lives of those he serves. 
Christopher consistently goes above and beyond in guiding 
veterans through challenging systems, advocating for their rights, 
and ensuring access to essential mental health services and 
financial assistance. In addition to his direct advocacy work, 
Christopher has taken an active role in raising community 
awareness about veteran welfare. He organises meaningful 
initiatives and events that foster camaraderie and connect 
veterans to support networks. Demonstrating a commitment to 
excellence, he continually pursues professional development to 
stay informed on best practices in veteran support. His impactful 
work makes him a deserving candidate for this recognition, and it 
is a privilege to honour his service. 

 Karron Carney, Morton 
District 

Individual Awards 
Karron Carney has shown exceptional dedication and service to 
the Ipswich Railway RSL Sub-Branch, where she plays an 
invaluable role in supporting younger veterans and their families. 
Karron coordinates and delivers a diverse range of yearly 
programs, including information sessions, social outings, family-
friendly activities like bowling, archery, and horse riding, and an 
annual Halloween event. Through these initiatives, Karron fosters 
a welcoming and supportive environment for veterans and their 
families.  
Karron is a vital resource for the Sub-Branch's Information 
Technology training. Each year, she generously shares her 
expertise by conducting workshops on the use and application of 
Point-of-Sale technology, which enhances the Sub-Branch's 
efficiency during fundraising and merchandise sales. Always 
available to assist with IT challenges, Karron is a highly valued 



member who consistently contributes to the Sub- Branch's 
success. 

 Bruce Alladice, Western 
District 

Individual Awards 
Bruce Alladice receives this award for his outstanding 
commitment and service to veterans and the Cunnamulla 
community. Serving as President since 2021 and District 
Representative since 2016, Bruce has shown remarkable 
dedication and leadership in supporting and honouring our 
veterans. Bruce has consistently organised and conducted 
essential commemorative services, including ANZAC Day, 
Remembrance Day, and other significant commemorations, 
ensuring that the contributions of our veterans are respectfully 
remembered. Through these efforts, Bruce has made a lasting 
impact on the Cunnamulla community and beyond. 

 Barrie Vains OAM, Central 
Queensland District 

Individual Awards 
Barry Vains OAM has been nominated for his exceptional service 
and contribution to RSL Central Queensland District. His 
dedication, commitment, and professionalism have significantly 
enhanced the scope, capacity, and research of RSL Queensland’s 
awards process, ensuring that Central Queensland District 
members receive well-deserved recognition for their outstanding 
contributions. Barry consistently performs his duties with 
diligence and leadership, embodying the core values and spirit of 
the RSL. 

 Debborah Scott-Ranson, 
QLD State Branch 

Individual Awards 
Deborah Scott-Ranson has been nominated for her outstanding 
contributions to the RSL Queensland Sub- Branches through her 
exceptional fundraising efforts. Since 2021, Deborah has single-
handedly secured over $4 million in grants, playing a crucial role 
in funding key projects that benefit both the veterans and the 
wider community. Her tireless dedication to researching and 
identifying grant opportunities, crafting persuasive proposals, 
and diligently following up on applications has led to the 
successful funding of critical facility upgrades and memorial 
restorations. Deborah’s unwavering commitment and countless 
hours of work have directly impacted the Sub-Branches, ensuring 
that essential projects are completed and that veterans continue 
to receive the support they deserve. Her remarkable efforts 
reflect a deep passion for her community and the welfare of 
veterans, making her a truly deserving candidate for recognition. 

 Ian Gray, South Eastern 
District 

Individual Awards 
Ian Gray has been nominated for his exceptional volunteer work 
and enduring commitment to the community. For over 30 years, 
Ian has been a steadfast pillar in promoting the health and 
wellbeing of veterans, consistently advocating for their needs, 
and providing invaluable support. His dedication extends beyond 
the veteran community, as he plays a key role in educating the 
next generation about the ANZAC spirit. Through his active 
involvement with local schools and the Australian Cadet Forces, 
Ian has instilled a deep understanding and respect for our history 
and the sacrifices made by servicemen and women. His 
contributions have had a lasting impact on both veterans and 
youth, making a meaningful difference in many lives. Ian's 
unwavering commitment to his community exemplifies the 
highest standards of service and devotion. 



RSL SA/NT Margaret Fraser, Salisbury 
RSL Treasurer 

Individual Awards 
Margaret has been the backbone of the Salisbury RSL during the 
difficult time of Rob’s illness. The many hours she has been the 
go-to person, while supporting Michele and the members, always 
ready to come in and be in the RSL whether there was a need to 
cover the office or the bar. 

 Rosemary Etherton, 
Salisbury RSL Committee 
Member 

Individual Awards 
Rosie is on the committee and has been a strong support to 
Margaret, and the club. Rosie along with Wayne come in and do 
all the tasks covered by our volunteers who are not attending the 
club anymore. From emptying bins to washing floors and helping 
run events Rosie is always there. 

 Graham Reynolds, 
Salisbury RSL Vice 
President 

Individual Awards 
Graham as Vice President and in the recent months acting 
President, has been a strong support for all members who have 
found the past few months difficult. Graham has also been in 
charge of our commemorative events and has done an amazing 
job, with every event efficiently and professionally run.  

 Wayne Etherton, Salisbury 
RSL 

Individual Awards 
Wayne has been a very strong volunteer. Wayne has come in and 
covered some of the jobs done by our regular volunteer who is 
now not able to attend. Wayne is not on the committee but has 
been a strong supporter of the club during this time. 

 Diana Lynne Forth, Magill 
Sub-Branch 

Individual Awards 
In recognition of Diana’s ongoing volunteer commitment with 
exceptional and exemplary continuous service as the Sub-Branch 
Cleaner from 2006 - Current and Bar Manager from 2018 - 
Current at the MAGILL RSL Sub-Branch. Your professional, 
friendly, and can-do attitude and meticulous attention to detail is 
a credit to you and exemplifies the values of the Returned and 
Services League. 

 John Neil Wright, 
Macclesfield Sub-Branch 

Individual Awards 
For much of the last decade since joining the Sub-Branch in 2014, 
Neil has been working in the background helping to maintain the 
Anzac Memorial Gardens. He has devoted many hundreds of 
hours – most of it unseen to the members and the public. And 
now approaching 90 years of age, this tasking is even more 
remarkable. His contribution to the maintenance of this garden, 
probably the most visited community town attraction, has been 
tireless and provided the local population with an outstanding 
example of selfless contribution to the betterment of the 
community. 

 Natalie Merle Lemar, 
Macclesfield Sub-Branch 

Individual Awards 
For over 10 years since joining the Sub-Branch, Nat has been 
working in the background, helping with grant applications and 
more recently compiling data for a book to be titled 
“Macclesfield – a District of Service”. It will detail all the local 
men and women who have answered the call to serve in uniform 
since the mid 1850’s. The original estimate of 250 has now grown 
to over 750 names. Over the last 3 years, Nat has spent over four 
thousand hours devoted to the research of this Project, with 
many thousands more expected before the end. She has now 
also begun to help the Headstone Project SA and the Virtual War 
Memorial, as the data gained is mutually useful to these other 
groups. 
Nat is currently in her second year as Sub-Branch Secretary, 



having been previously Secretary of the Strathalbyn Netball Club, 
Macclesfield Netball and Tennis Clubs, as well as historian, grants 
officer and volunteer to those and several other clubs in 
Macclesfield.  

 Bev & Clyde Slack, 
Macclesfield Sub-Branch 

Since both joining the Macclesfield Sub-Branch in October 2002 
both Bev and Clyde have contributed an enormous amount of 
time and effort to the Social side of the Sub-Branch. The two of 
them have become well known and respective leaders of the 
Sub-Branch Social and Organisational side of the business and are 
the go-to persons before any finalisation of planning for Social 
Events are concluded.  
Since their involvement, membership of our Sub-Branch has 
increased by over 400% as the Sub-Branch strives to offer its 
existing membership within our Charter meaningful activities and 
to further entice those potential local members into the RSL. 
Bev’s contribution to this effort has been pivotal. 
In 2014, Bev was awarded a Certificate of Appreciation by the RSL 
and was Awarded Affiliate of the year in 2016. In 2022, Bev was 
awarded the 2022 District Council of Mount Barker Local Citizen 
of the Year. In 2023 Bev was awarded Life Affiliate Membership 
of the League.  
Bev has been involved in the Macclesfield Community 
Association for many years, (she is the one who organises the 
catering and is responsible for the ANF being lowered when 
residents pass away!). She has also been involved with 
Macclesfield Primary School, Anglican Church of Macclesfield, 
Macclesfield Cricket Club, and Macclesfield Pre School. 
Clyde was elected Treasurer two years after joining in 2004, a 
position he has held since (21 years). Clyde has instigated many 
of the fund-raising activities since joining, including being the Bar 
Manager. In recent years, he has also been a prominent member 
of the Anzac Memorial Gardens Team. Mr Slack has featured on 
Local Government advertising, in which the role of the RSL and in 
particular the Macclesfield Sub-Branch was detailed. 
Mr Slack is involved in many of the Community Organisations 
around the township of Macclesfield, including the local Anglican 
Church (acting as Cemetery Curator), Macclesfield Community 
Association, Macclesfield Cricket, plus in the past the Hills 
Walking Club. 

 Marlene Curyer (86) and 
Margaret Peterson (93), 
West Croydon Kilkenny 
Sub-Branch 

Marlene and Margaret have been selling raffle tickets every 
Friday night for the last 27 years! They are both very proud of 
their age and are more than happy for anyone to know just how 
old they are, and how long they have been involved. 
Every Friday night, they arrive at 1700, sell tickets at the door 
until 1830, when they move to the middle of the hall, spin the 
wheel, (which is labelled “M & M’s” Wheel), greet the winners 
with beaming smiles, write their names and winning numbers on 
the white board, and present them with their prize, only to come 
back next week to do it all again. 
These two ladies are indefatigable. They have served as 
committee members, and, while it existed, the Ladies Auxiliary. 
They were both very involved with the Legacy Widows group 
who met at our Sub-Branch for many years until 2021, when 
COVID and the advancing years and declining numbers forced 
them to disband. 



RSL TAS Branch Lorraine Ivy Parker, 
Lindisfarne 

Individual Awards 
For your excellence performance as the Secretary of the 
Returned Services League, Lindisfarne Sub- Branch, Tasmania and 
your Chairmanship of the Sub-Branch's Social Club. Your 
voluntary devotion to your duties and your tireless dedication for 
over twenty years to achieve the highest standards towards the 
ethos of the League, its members, the veteran community, and 
the community of the Eastern Shore of Hobart has been in line 
with the finest traditions of the Lindisfarne RSL Sub-Branch, our 
RSL State Branch and RSL National Office .  

 Belinda Sommerville Hall, 
Scottsdale RSL 

Individual Awards 
For excellence as the Secretary for the Scottsdale RSL-Sub Branch 
over the past 12 years, You’re tireless dedication and support 
towards caring for your local veteran community and providing 
wellbeing support over a significant period of time, has ensured 
that the Sub-Branch has maintained this important function 
within the wider local community. This is in line with the finest 
traditions of the Scottsdale RSL Sub-Branch.  

RSL VIC Branch Robyn Pritchard, Returned 
& Nurses RSL Sub-Branch 

Individual Awards 
Robyn is a current active volunteer with the Returned & Nurses 
RSL Sub-Branch.  Prior to her retiring, Robyn worked for RSL Care 
and established the RSL’s Aged & Health Support Department. 
During her working life for the RSL she established a network of 
Aged Care Coordinators in Melbourne and Regional Victoria and 
provided advice and facilitated services to all Sub-Branches on 
Veterans’ health and lifestyle issues. 
Her involvement in a wide range of ESO and RSL bodies has 
heightened the awareness of many issues around ageing and 
relating health care matters and she was the initial chair of the 
National RSL Aged Care Forum. 
Robyn has made a significant difference to our ability to deliver 
some of the RSL’s core objectives, both in Victoria and Nationally. 

 Lindsay Guerin, Inverloch 
RSL 

Individual Awards 
Lindsay was in the RAAF as an administrative officer for over 30 
years which included various deployments, including Afghanistan 
in later years.  
He retired to Inverloch and soon became an active member of 
the Inverloch RSL before becoming Secretary.  He has 
competently held this position for approx. 4-5 years and is also a 
member of the RSL Victoria State Executive and the Region 10 
representative. 
Lindsays knowledge and success of applying for various local 
government and DVA Grants and commitment for continuous 
improvement to improve the Sub-Branch, plus sourcing a variety 
of lifestyle and social connection programs and courses, available 
to the members, has been invaluable. 
Lindsay’s commitment to providing assistance and guidance to 
Veterans is tireless, he keeps RSL members informed of events 
and support via his weekly Newsletter, conducts local services for 
ANZAC and Remembrance Day and supports public relation 
representation of the RSL at local markets and schools. 
Lindsay always shares RSL news and initiatives to his colleagues 
through the region 10 meetings he chairs. Lindsay is always an 
advocate and supporter for change and progress.  

 John Saunders, Clayton 
Sub-Branch 

Individual Awards 
John’s commitment and service to Clayton RSL and the broader 



community are truly remarkable, exemplifying a dedication to 
veterans, their families, and the local community that spans over 
a decade. His contributions to the RSL, especially his role as 
Secretary, have made a significant impact on both the RSL Sub-
Branch and the wider veteran community.  
John’s contributions to Clayton RSL, the veterans’ community, 
and the broader public are exceptional. His unwavering 
commitment, selflessness, and ability to make a difference in the 
lives of others are qualities that set him apart as a dedicated 
leader and a cherished member of the community. His 
achievements, which span a wide range of activities, show that 
he is not only an advocate for veterans but also a compassionate 
individual who cares deeply about the welfare of others. His 
ongoing efforts to support and honour veterans, promote 
remembrance, and serve the community are truly deserving of 
recognition and praise. 

 Brent Clyne, Seaford RSL Individual Awards 
Vietnam veteran, Brent Clyne, has volunteered with the Returned 
& Services League (RSL) in Victoria since 1994. 
Over the past 30 years, Brent has held many roles, including 
President of the Frankston RSL Sub-Branch and currently 
Secretary of the Seaford RSL Sub-Branch; however, his main 
passion has always been veteran wellbeing. 
Brent’s journey post-Vietnam was not an easy one, but with the 
help of family and his medical team, Brent was able to turn his 
life around. His ability to channel his own personal experiences to 
help other veterans has been a very successful tool. 
A strong veteran advocate, Brent represented veterans of the 
Mornington Peninsula on numerous RSL Vic and Regional 
Committees along with his ‘daily work’ in supporting individual 
veterans in Frankston, Seaford and surrounding areas. Part of 
Brents dedicated volunteering efforts include the hundreds of 
RSL funeral tributes he has delivered over the years. 
Brent’s commitment as a volunteer serving the veteran 
community has been, and continues to be, unwavering. There are 
too many examples of Brent putting the needs of other veterans 
ahead of his own, which is why we are so pleased to nominate 
Brent for this award. 

RSL WA John William Rolfe, North 
Beach 

Individual Awards 
John Rolfe is a passionate advocate for veterans in Western 
Australia and has been a very successful Sub- Branch President 
for years.  He is a mentor, a hard worker and has a can-do 
attitude. After recently only stepping down as President of North 
Beach, he volunteered to take on other senior roles at RSLWA 
including positions on WAVAC, the State Tribunal and the 
Constitution Committee. He has been a valuable member of 
WAVAC and as Vice Chair has seamlessly stepped in to represent 
the state on NVAC when required. 
During John's 6 years as President of the North Beach RSL Sub-
Branch he was voted in by its members unopposed in 2018 and 
again in 2021. John increased its membership and introduced the 
Tour of Duty for its members which improved comradery and 
mateship. This was a great initiative. 
When John was President, the Sub-Branch was awarded the 
Newdegate Cup for best overall Sub-Branch in the State from 
2019 - 2021 and again in 2023. John is to be commended for his 



outstanding service and commitment to RSLWA and his fellow 
veterans. 

 Anne Stedman, Brookton Individual Awards 
Anne Stedman has a long family association with the Brookton 
Sub-branch.  Both her father, Jack Marchesi and her mother, 
Emily Marchesi, were heavily involved with the Sub-branch, with 
Jack also being Country Vice-President.  Anne has many 
memories of the 'old days when dinner-dances were held at our 
rooms.  
When the previous committee nearly folded in 2013, we put out 
the call out for help - and Anne joined as an affiliate member, 
along with her husband Rob, one of our service members.  
After some early teething problems with the new committee, we 
secured a service member as President but had a vacancy for the 
Vice-President position.  Anne was approached and took on the 
role on condition that no service member was available. Anne 
has held that position since.  

 Robert Bruce Sheppard, 
RSLWA 

Individual Awards 
Bob Sheppard has worked tirelessly for the veteran community. 
No task is too big and his dogged support in ensuring a 
satisfactory outcome for the veteran has gained him a reputation 
as a battler for veterans and their families regardless of their 
location and background. 

DEPARTMENT OF 
VETERANS' AFFAIRS 

Andrew Nguyen 
 
 

Services to Clients and The Department's Reputation and Image 
For exceptional performance and commitment to delivering 
client-centric out comes and building successful relationships 
across the Veterans Access Network nationally and DVA business 
areas. 

 Natalie Zanco The Work of the Department & Commissions 
For exceptional performance and contribution to departmental 
business for always striving to identify innovation and continual 
improvement to enhance service delivery outcomes to veterans 
and their families. 

 Brock Phyland The Departments Reputation and Image 
For outstanding leadership, stakeholder engagement and 
commitment to professional growth, including involvement in 
the Institute of Public Administration’s Future Leaders 
Committee. 

   

Australian Research 
Council 

 Individual Award 

 Jaycinta Pitson  

 Connie Smith  

 Lee Harris  

 Haroon Ahmad   

 Alexandra (Lexi) Harper  

 Nicole Whiteford  

 Alex Hodgson  

 Alex Brown  

 Aaron Hull  

 Ke Zhang Group/Team Award 

 Aaron Richards  

 Finlay Scott  

 Eileen Shao  

 Bobby Almasi  



 Kenneth Coe  

 Darren Maharaj  

 Nicole Whiteford  

 Sam Senanyake  

 Liam Gammon  

 Roem Bingwa  

 Latda Volasanh  

 Katie Cox  

 Nicholas Fishlock  

   

 


